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the side of it is not sharply distinguished from the
latter, it may serve to give it a very odd appearance.

These confusions of the mental image may arise even
when only a short interval has elapsed. In the case of
many of the fleeting impressions that are only half
recollected, this kind of error is very easy. Thus, for
example, I may have lent a book to a friend last week.
I really remember the act of lending it, but have
forgotten the person. But I am not aware of this.
The picture of memory has unknowingly to myself
been filled up by this unconscious process of shifting
and rearrangement, and the idea of another person has
by some odd accident got substituted for that of the
real borrower. If we could go deeply enough into the
matter, we should, of course, be able to explain why this
particular confusion arose. We might find, for ex-
ample, that the two persons were associated in my
mind by a link of resemblance, or that I had
dealings with the other person about the same time.
Similaiiy, when we manage to join an event to a wrong
place, we may find that it is because we heard of the
occurrence when staying at the particular locality, or
in some other way had the image of the place closely
associated in our minds with the event. But often we
are wholly unable to explain the displacement.

So far I have been speaking of the passive pro-
cesses by which the past comes to wear a new face to
our imaginations. In these our present habits of feeling
and thinking take no part; all is the work of the past,
of the decay of memory, and the gradual confusion of
images. This process of disorganization may bo
likened to the action of clamp on some old manuscript,.